Thoughts Expressed by Last Year’s Job Market Candidates

on What They Wish They had Done Differently

“Send personal follow-up e-mails to places I was seriously interested in.  (Especially places outside the U.S. need to know you are seriously considering them.)”

“I wish I would have been more relaxed and taken things easier.”

“It may have been better not to apply for jobs I would not have taken.”

“I think instead of preparing to talk about my research I would have prepared for the non-academic questions they asked me for the types of jobs I was looking for.  They did ask me for research but most of the interviews were about what to do in hypothetical scenarios (IMF, World Bank, IADB, etc.)”

“Been more prepared for a business school interview.  The requirements for fitting into a business school are very different, and I didn’t really know the correct interview strategy.  Further, there wasn’t really anyone here to talk with.  I was able to speak with some former students who are now in business schools.  However, this was after many of my interviews.”

